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“Eastern Japan Great Earthquake Disaster’
&
Various Ways of Reconstruction Support

It’s been about half a year since the great earth-
quake disaster occurred in the eastern Japan.
After the disaster, various support including do-
nation of money and things was extended not
only by many people within Japan but also lots of
people and countries from all over the world.
Also, some foreign residents in Japan worked voluntarily to dis-
tribute cooked warm meals in the disaster areas. But the number
of volunteers who visit those areas seems to have decreased after
the “Golden Week in May”. It is said that long years will be
necessary for the full reconstruction. Here are some ways of con-
tribution that we can make for their reconstruction. Let’s try to
look for the way we can do so as not to forget the pains of the
people in those disaster areas. We hope we can keep giving them
a long and unending support.
1) Going to the areas to do voluntary work
wKind of works: Putting away of debris, carrying out of garbage,
removing and cleaning mud inside the house, helping those who
are moving to temporary housing, taking care of the aged and the
handicapped at shelters, playing with the kids, distributing hot
meals, haircut, massage, restoration of old pictures, handing out of
fliers, etc.
wZen-sha-kyo (Japan National Council of Social Welfare)
information web site for working as volunteers in the disaster
areas: http://[www.saigaivc.com/
Y Volunteers are invited: Group volunteers, individual volunteers
(Some places don't accept individual volunteers.)
* Be sure to call and confirm before going.
2) Participating in Bus Tour
Using your weekend, you might be able to participate in a package
bus tour which offers a round -trip bus ticket and one night stay
organized by a private travel agency. The tour is planned so that
you will do the actual volunteer works, sightseeing and shopping in
a disaster area. Please check the internet for the information about
the bus tour.
3) Buying Charity Goods
Not only within Japan but also from all over the world, celebrities of
various categories have expressed their support by designing t-
shirts, bracelets (wrist band) for sale. There are also business
organizations selling various charity goods. Also lot’s of things are
put on internet charity auction, and part of the proceeds will go for
reconstruction of the devastated areas. It's a kind of indirect way
of supporting.
4) Going Sightseeing and Shopping in the Tohoku District
There are a lot of tourist attraction in Tohoku District such as the
beautiful spot of changing color of the leaves, a splendid view of
the sea, delicious seafood, and historical sites. Though there are
many places that suffered serious damage, there are still some
sightseeing spots that started
business. One of Japan’s best -EE__"H
three scenic spots “"Matsushima”, gi
for instance. Let's visit the
Tohoku  District to  enjoy
sighteeing and shopping, which —
will help Tohoku people to| = e
recover from the damage sooner.
5) Buying the product of “Tohoku”
Even if it's difficult for you to go shopping in “Tohoku", you can go
and buy something at “the exhibit of the product of Tohoku ” which
is sometimes held at some department stores in
Saitama or Tokyo. That will be very helpful to peo-
ple and the economy in Tohoku. To avoid the
\; \ ?‘i damage caused by the spread of bad rumors about

W ~_. the product of Tohoku, it's important for each of us
= to acquire correct |nformat|on and knowledge.




