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of the world as well as in history of Japan. @ Especially, 3.11
(“‘Higashi-nihon Dai-shinsai” or “Eastern Japan Great Earth-
gquake Disaster”) is thought to have made us
change not only our “way of daily life” but also
“fundamental way of living” and our *“sense of
value”. @ Then came the accident of Dai-ichi Nu-
clear Power Plant in Fukushima, which horrified ,cf}’f‘
people all over the world. A lot of foreign people

left Japan immediately after the incident, and the number of tour-
ists from foreign countries drastically dropped. Many Japanese
people also have been worried about the problems concerning
radioactive contamination. That is because we can’t tell exactly
which information is correct and what or whom we should trust.
@ Also, we experienced for the first time “rolling
blackout” for a period of time after the disaster. In
summer, most business organizations, government
offices and households cooperated to save electric-

i ity. As a result we could avoid large-scale black-
; out, and at the same time we found how much un-
necessary electricity we had wasted so far. €In

September, the heavy rain brought by Typhoon

No.12 and No.15 caused serious damage here and
there in Japan. 4We have realized how important it
is for us who live in the country with so many natural |
disasters like Japan to keep good relationship with our
family members and people in our community—that
is, “close ties” and ““cooperation”— as well as usual “prepared-
ness” for emergencies. 4 The year 2011 became the year when
Japan was helped by a lot of nations and people all over the world.
There still have been various voluntary and cooperative activities
to support disaster victims in “Tohoku”. 4€On the other hand, we
had also a happy event; “Nadeshiko Japan”, Women’s National

Football Team won the FIFA Women’s World
 Cup championship. We all Japanese were ex-
i tremely excited at their victory and cheered the
team on other games after that. Their serious
attitude to “keep doing their best” has really
encouraged us to regain our courage and confi-
dence.






