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“SIS' Question and Answer -

Q.28) About “Naturalization in Japan”

ANDSWer — .. — .. -
EmWhat is naturalization?: It is a system that ,by permission of the
Minister of Justice, Government gives Japanese nationality to a
foreign national who wishes to obtain Japanese nationality and ap-
plies for it. When naturalization is permitted, the result is announced
by a public notice in the official gazette, or “Kanpou” (*It's a kind of
national bulletin, which you can also find on the internet). Nationaliza-
tion comes into effect from the day when the notice is made public.
The application has to be made at the Nationality Division in the
Regional Legal Affairs Bureau, “Homu-kyoku, Kokuseki-ka”,
governing the area where the foreign national
lives. (*Bureaus that are available for foreign
nationals to make applications: the Main Office of
Saitama Regional Legal Affairs Bureau, the Branch
Offices of Kawagoe, Kumagaya, Chichibu, Tokoro-
zawa, Higashi-matsuyama, and Kuki.)

M Differences between “Permanent Residence” and “Naturaliza
-tion”: <>An application for the residence status of “Permanent
Residence” should be made at the Immigration Bureau. A perma-
nent resident has no limit on the period of stay in Japan and on the
activities authorized to engage in. In addition, as one retains foreign
nationality, one can easily leave Japan and go back to one’s home
country. <>Japan prohibits Japanese nationals from possessing
dual nationalities. After being naturalized, the person has to
lose his/her foreign nationality by law. <After naturalization he/
she is granted the same rights as original Japanese in every respect.
For example, he/she is given both the right to vote and eligibility for
election, and even a chance to become a public servant. He/she can
obtain a Japanese passport and is entitled to have Japanese Govern-
ment protection overseas. Be aware that you might not be permitted
to reinstate the status of your previous citizenship in some countries.
B Requirements for naturalization: The following are the mini-
mum requirements for naturalization. Fulfilling all of these require-
ments by itself does not always enable an applicant to be permitted
to become naturalized.

[Duration of Stay] You are required to have a valid residence
status at the time of application and to have been living in Japan
consecutively for at least five years.

[Qualification] You are required to be twenty years of age or older
and have reached the official age as an adult in your home country.
[Conduct] You are required to be a person of good conduct. (*You
are judged as a whole by assessment factors including having or not
having a criminal record, paying or not paying your taxes and being or
not being a nuisance to society.)

[Livelihood] You are required to be able to secure a livelihood in
Japan. (*The property and the economic ability of your spouse or other
relatives with whom you live and share common living expenses should
be taken into account.)

There are other conditions such as [Conditions that prevent Dual
Nationality], [Allegiance to the Constitution of Japan] and
[Japanese Language Ability] (*You need to have Japanese reading
and writing skills equivalent to the language level of second-year or
third-year students of elementary school.)

EHow to apply for naturalization: Application should be made in
person. You should submit your application form and the required
documents to the Regional Legal Affairs Bureau governing the area
where you live. (If an applicant is under 15 years of age, a legal
representative such as his/her parent can apply for naturalization
instead.)

¥ The naturalization process is very complicated and requires many
documents including ones that have to be sent from your home coun-

try. Required documents differ from person to person.

Neither the assessment standard nor the assessment
duration is fixed. When you want to become a Japa-
nese national, you are well advised first to go to the
Nationality Division in the Regional Legal Affairs Bu-
reau and consult with an officer about your case.




