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% The “3 months” period of stay was added, but the new
residency management system does not apply to those who
plan to stay in Japan for up to three months, and no resident
card will be issued for them.

<Point 3: The re-entry permit system will be changed.>

B “Minashi Sai-nyukoku Kyoka” or a special re-entry
permit system will be introduced.

Foreign nationals in possession of a valid passport and
resident card who will be re-entering Japan within 1 year of
their departure will, in principle, not be required to apply for a
re-entry permit.

% Be sure to present your resident card at departure.

* The special re-entry permit system also applies to those in
possession of a passport stating “A resident card is to be
issued later,” or of an alien registration certificate deemed to
be equivalent to the resident card.

* If your period of stay expires within 1 year after your departure,
please ensure that you re-enter Japan before the expiration of your
period of stay.

B The maximum validity period of a re-entry permit is set
at “5years.”

The maximum validity period of a re-entry permit issued after
implementation of the new system (July 9, 2012) is to be “5
years,” instead of the current “3 years.”

<Point 4: The alien registration system will be abolished.>
EMid- and long-term residents are asked to keep their
alien registration certificates until a resident card is issued
to them because the alien registration certificate will be
deemed, for a certain period, to be equivalent to the resident
card.

*Period in which an alien registration certificate is
deemed to be equivalent to the resident card is as follows.
Be sure to remember the expiration date and not to forget the
necessary procedure to get your resident card.

&Those who have the resident status such as “Working
visa”, “Student”, “ Spouse or Child of Japanese
National”, “Spouse or Child of Permanent Resident”, and
“Long-term Resident”:

=16 years or older: The expiration date of the period of stay
~Less than 16 years old: Whichever comes earlier, the
expiration date of the period of stay, or the individual’s 16th
birthday

*In principle, a resident card will be issued when you apply for
extension/change of your resident status after the enforcement of the
new system.

#Permanent Resident:

=16 years or older: Until July 8, 2015

*Less than 16 years old: Whichever comes earlier, July 8,
2015, or the individual’s 16th birthday

*Apply for a resident card, in principle, within 3 years after the start
of the new system.

#Designated Activities (Applicable only to those granted
permission to stay for 5 years for specified research activities,
etc.): =16 years or older: Whichever comes earlier, the
expiration date of the period of stay, or July 8, 2015

*Less than 16 years old: Whichever comes earlier, the
expiration date of the period of stay, July 8, 2015, or the
individual’s 16th birthday

¥ When the new system goes into effect, the “Alien Registration
System” will be abolished, and foreign residents are to be entered
in “Japan’s Basic Resident Registration System"” as well as Japanese
residents. We will explain this system in the nextissue.
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