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‘SIS’ Question & Answer:

Q.36) Children’s Age When Coming to
Japan and Their School Education

Foreign parents who reside in Japan or who are coming to
Japan in the future might often encounter big problems with
“their children’s school education in Japan”. First of all, “at what
age the child is going to enter Japanese school’ will become the
key factor according to the Japanese education system.

1) Japanese Compulsory Education & the Principle of Age :
Under Japanese school system, children who have reached 6
years old as of April 1st of the year enter elementary school, and
they will receive the compulsory education for 9 years until 15
years old (*6-12 years old : elementary school, 12-15 years old :
junior high school). Japanese school year runs from April till
March next year. Education at elementary and junior high
school is not mandatory for children of foreign nationals, but
generally they are allowed to attend local public elementary or
junior high school if they wish; and besides some schools pro-
vide the supporting program of Japanese language for students
from abroad. However, as most schools accept students into the
fixed grade according to their actual age, it is impossible, as a
general rule, to transfer them to the younger
grade according to their Japanese literacy and/or
academic ability. That is, a child who has
reached 16 years old or older as of April 1st will
never be transferred into Japanese public junior
high school.
2) Entrance & Transfer into Senior High school : Students
who have graduated from junior high school are permitted to go
to senior high school if they wish. However, as high school
education is not compulsory in Japan, students have to take an
entrance examination performed at each high school, and only
those who have passed it can go on to senior high school. If a
student of foreign nationality wishes to take an entrance exam
for high school, he/she must meet one of the following require-
ments: a student who 1)has graduated from Japanese junior high
school, 2)has completed the curriculum equivalent to junior
high school education in his/her native country, or 3)is author-
ized that he/she has an academic ability equal to 1) or 2) by the
high school which he/she wishes to enter. So, if a foreign stu-
dent who has not graduated from senior high school in his/her
native country comes to Japan due to parent’s job or “calling
over” (*it means that foreign wife who remarries Japanese hus-
band calls her own child from previous marriage over to Japan),
it is not easy for the student to receive the education in

Japanese senior high school. If possible, it is ideal for
E_ a student to graduate from senior high school in his/her
(IR native country before coming to Japan. In case where
he/she has to come to Japan before finishing senior high school
education for some urgent reason, he/she should make every
effort to learn “Japanese language” in order to pass an entrance
exam for high school. Most applicants for full-time high schools,
which are a majority of Japanese high schools, are students who
are going to graduate from junior high school in March at the
age of 15. On the other hand, for part-time high schools, schools
with correspondence course or special training schools, appli-
cants can be 16 years old or over to take an entrance exam, and
students of all ages are studying together in those schools.

By the way, if you study for some years hard
enough to pass “Koto gakko sotsugyo teido nintei @
shiken”, or a test to certify that you are equivalent G2 Trght]
in academic ability to a senior high school gradu-
ate, you are eligible to take the entrance exam for
university. If you are looking for the best way,
please call the number below.

BV LAESTS5E5EA EVEFE

MMEABEHEZHE S —1FE] : TEL.048-833-3296

(Bl EUES-16} LD

nzZ
A~%EB 9:00 am ~ 4:00 pm (B - 12/29 ~1/3 &R

SIS (Saitama Information & Support)
Phone : 048-833-3296
Mon. - Fri. 9:00 - 16:00 exc. National Holidays & 12/29-1/3




