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New Year’s greetings as usual. Still, please let us greet one another
by saying “Happy New Year”, hoping from the bottom of our hearts
that 2012 will be a peaceful year for everyone.

By the way, have you ever heard of “Juni-shi”, the twelve
animal signs of the Oriental zodiac? “Juni-shi” originated in
ancient China and it is said to have been introduced into Japan
around the time when Buddhism was introduced. Nowadays in
Japan it is applied in various ways in our daily lives though most of
us don’t know its history and original meaning. It consists of 12
animals and each animal comes in turn regularly once in twelve
years. Generally the design of the animal of the year is imprinted in
“Nenga-jo”” or New Year’s card. [*Ne(rat)—Ushi(ox)—Tora(tiger)
—U(rabbit)—Tatsu(dragon)—Mui(ser-pent)=Uma(horse) —Hitsuji
(sheep)— Saru(monkey)—Tori(cock) —Inu(dog) —I(boar)]

The year 2012 is “Tatsu-doshi” or ‘The

year of the Dragon’. Those who are born %
within this year and the people who become “
12 years old or its multiple number of age are AN

called “Tatsu-doshi-umare” (born in ‘the
year of the dragon”) or “Toshi-otoko/Toshi-
onna” (a man or woman who was born in a
year with the same sign of the zodiac as the
current year). Of the twelve animals,
“Tatsu”, also called “Ryu”, is the only
imaginary one. In the history of China, “Ryu” is regarded as God
and used as the symbol of emperors. That’s why it gives people a
powerful and cool image, and ‘the year of the dragon’ is the most
preferable for one’s birth. On the other hand, the dragon in the
western world is a legendary monster which has wings and claws
and belches out flames and so it is considered as “the symbol of evil
and sin” in Christian teachings. Its image seems to be so different
from that of China or Japan.

This year of the dragon, after the image of
“Tatsu” in Japan and China, let’s cooperate
together to overcome the difficulties with
vigor and get back ‘our hope’ !
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