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‘SIS’ Question & Answer:
Q.33) A New Residency Management System
4) “Q&A”-2

Q.1) I heard that foreigners who are allowed to stay in
Japan for more than 3 months will be issued a
“Residence Card” at the airport when they newly
arrive at Narita, Haneda, Chubu or Kansai
international airport. Does it mean that we will have to
wait very long for the issuance?

A.) The landing examination department of airport where
they issue residence cards is separated from the inspection
booth for the majority of foreigners entering for the
purpose of sightseeing or business. At the place, a
residence card is printed, information printed on the card is
confirmed and the guidance is given on how to register the
place of residence. It will take only a minute or less for
printing the card, so we don’t think you will have to wait
very long. But depending on the season or time of arrival,
we can’t say exactly how long it will take.

Q.2) Is there any penalty for illegal use of “Residence
Card”?

A.) There are several penalties for illegal use of a card:
penalty for forgery or alternation of a card and the use of
it, giving it to or receiving it from someone, or having
possession of it, and preparing for forgery or alternation;
penalty for using a card of other’s; penalty for lending or
giving your card to others. If you conduct these acts, coax
or assist others in doing so, it can be a reason for
deportation.

Q.3) Are we supposed to carry “Residence Card” with
us at all times? What is the penalty for not carrying the
card ?

A.) It is necessary that you always carry the “Residence
card” with you. When inspectors or security officers of the
immigration office or police officers require you to show
it, you have to obey the requirement. Even if you carry
your passport with you, it won’t serve as a substitute for
the residence card. When you don’t carry the card, a fine
of less than ¥200,000 can be imposed. The penalty for not
obeying the demand to show your residence card can be
imprisonment of less than one year or a fine of less than
¥200,000.

In various situations in everyday life as well, such as
seeking for a job or part-time work, making lease contract
for an apartment, entering into a contract for a mobile
phone, and opening a bank account and so on, sometimes
you will be required to present your residence card. So
please don’t forget to carry it with you at all times.

*1t is not necessary for persons less than 16 years old to
carry their residence card at all times.

Q.4) Will the name listed on “Residence card” and
“Resident Record” be written only in alphabet?

A.) Basically, the name on the residence card is written in
alphabet, but the name in Chinese characters can be also
added. However, the Chinese characters will be converted
into orthographic characters (Chinese characters in
Japanese way). When your name in Chinese characters is
modified, you have to report the change to the immigration
office. On the resident record, the same spelling of your
name on your residence card will be listed in both alphabet
and Chinese characters. Moreover, there is a space on the
resident record where you can register your “name
commonly used or called in your daily life and known to
the society as a whole”.
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