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Calendar, Events & Customs
for November and December

Japanese Law provides 15 “National Holidays” in a year.
When it falls on Sunday, however, the following Monday
becomes “Furikae Kyujitsu”, or “an extra holiday”.
(*There are three extra holidays this year.) Let’s check the
meanings or purposes of National Holidays along with the
Japanese traditional events and customs.
B National Holidays & Extra Holidays
& Culture Day> November 3rd (Sat.) : The day to recognize
how important it is to respect peace and freedom and to
promote cultural activities. [*Specially-organized exhibits or
displays at museums/art museums, various music concerts,
cultural showings at schools and community centers, local
festivals and other various events]
< Labor Thanksgiving Day>» November 23rd (Fri.) : The
day to respect labor, celebrate production & harvest, and show
the gratitude to one another. [*A variety of thanksgiving
events at local communities, shops, shrines, and “koyo-
matsuri” or festivals for colored leaves, and food festivals)
& The Emperor’s Birthday > December 23rd (Sun.) = <an
extra holiday > 24th (Mon.) : The day to celebrate The
Emperor’s Birthday. [*Every year a congratulatory visit to
the Imperial Palace by the general public is held on December
23rd. Three times in the morning, the Emperor (*who is
turning 79 this year) appears at the balcony of the Imperial
Palace with The Empress and their own Family, and wave to
the well-wishers gathering at the Imperial Palace Grounds.]
B Some of Traditional Events & Customs
&L Shichi-go-san: Celebration for children aged 7, 5
and 3> November 15th: The day to celebrate the boys aged
3 and 5, and the girls aged 3 and 7. A family visits a shrine or
temple to pray for the child’s growth. [*Recently many
families celebrate it on a convenient day for them ﬁ
around November 15. They usually visit a shrine GRAp
or temple with dressed-up children holding a bag

L

of “chitose-ame” (red and white long candy (&
sticks) in their hand, have pictures taken at a &=
photo studio and have family gathering and have /%
dinner together.]

& Oseibo> The custom to send some gifts as a sign of
gratitude to your relatives or people you owe kindness in
everyday life at the end of the year. [*According to the
t r a d i t i o n a 1
manners, you should visit and hand “Oseibo” to
them in person around December 10 to 20, but
now most people have them delivered by
department stores or shops. Because of the new
custom, more and more people seem to start
ordering “oseibo” from stores before December.)

& Mochu Hagaki>» The custom to send a postcard to inform
that you refrain from sending New Year’s cards because one of
your close kin (parent, husband or wife, child / someone living
together like grandparent, parent-in-law, brother or sister,
grandchild) passed away this year and you have been in
mourning. [*This postcard should reach those people whom
you expect to receive new year’s cards from, before they
prepare them; from middle of November to middle of
December. ]

& Nenga-jo, New Year’s Card>® The custom to send cards
for New Year’s Greetings to friends, relatives, people whom
you owe kindness and so on. [*Most people prepare to post
them by December 25 so that they are delivered on New Year’s
Day. On November 1st, Japan Post Co. (post office) starts to
sell new year’s cards with lottery numbers, but some people

use other types of card. You will find many new S50
year’s cards with family photos and illustration of the %

zodiac sign (*2013 is Year of the Snake) printed
along with the New Year’s greetings and a few words




