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‘SIS’ Question & Answer:

Q.34) Foreigners’ Divorce,
Remarriage & Childbirth

% When a foreigner with status of residence as “Spouse or
child of a Japanese” separates by death or divorce:

YYou must report the fact to District Immigration Office within
14 days

Y After the implementation of the revised immigration law on
July 9, you have to leave Japan or change the status of residence
within 6 months after the divorce. If not, you are subject to the
penalty of revocation of your present status of residence; you
will be ordered to leave Japan or deported.
Y If you have a child with Japanese
nationality between you and your Japanese
spouse at the time of divorce or separation
by death and you have got custody of the
child, you can apply for a change of status
to “Long Term Resident”. If granted, you
can continue residing in Japan.

(*Even if you are a spouse of Japanese national originally with
status of long term or permanent resident, you don’t have to
report the divorce to District Immigration Office.)

Y When a foreign woman remarry a Japanese man:

YeUnder Article 733 of Japan’s Civil Code, it is forbidden for
women to remarry within 6 months after the divorce.
If you submit the paper of marriage registration during
the 6-month period of prohibition of remarriage, it will
not be accepted at the municipal office.

Y If the “Period of Prohibition of Remarriage” applied to a
foreign spouse by the pertinent law in one's home country is
longer than 6 months, registration of your marriage is not
accepted before the period is over. (*If you are a Filipina wife
and want to remarry after your husband’s death, you have to
wait for 301 days till you are allowed to remarry, because the
Philippine Law is also applied to you.)

% When a child is born between a Japanese man and a
foreign woman:
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Y¢_A Child born after parents’ official marriage will be given a
Japanese nationality and registered in the family register of the
man.

YA child born to an unmarried couple will be given Japanese
nationality only when the Japanese man
recognizes the unborn baby as his own q
(recognition of the fetus). (*Even if an official @ 0
marriage takes place after birth, Japanese
nationality will not be granted to the child).
YcWhen a wife conceived a child of a man other than her
husband while being married and then formally file a divorce
and remarry the man, if the child is born within 300 days after
the divorce, the child is legally regarded as a child of the
divorced father and entered in his family register. (Civil Code
Article 772)

8 If the ex-husband is not the father by blood, and you

- want the father by blood to be the legal father of the

.:g[i child, you have to conduct proceedings for the matter

«@ | " at a family court. The process is not easy since you
have to ask for the cooperation of
your ex-husband.

% If you do not understand the rules well L
and properly obey the law stated above
when you divorce, remarry and give birth,
it-would--be..very.complex.and-difficult.to.
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